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Brief RefleHjons upen a*Y 
_ - late Treatiſe of Zluwmavs © 
f LR, PRE cg 
Reaſon. 27 


LF NN ature, and: 24 
(«rd thoſe wer: {| he 1ays Þ oo Comme 4 
micare uu", Effetty to ttherss Y carried 
* me alſo on, ro-a reſolutionofexroting  : 
theſe ſhort Obfeevations, to the View 


) \} 


though, | muſt confeſs, tbe Extegordi- 

, nary Quaintneſs, and Rarity { not to 
fay Iotricacy ) of his Arguments, were” © 
enough C at firſt ſight ) todeterr, and = 

* | ſtartle a much firooger Humanift , © 
pay ffgfrom oppoteg fo wrem 
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B 2 a ter 7 Reſon I wikter won: | 
+, NGct. - Hhdvit Caccording 16 bis awa 
E 1 rinciples) t TORO w*d fincerely the 
2D be ICE or ſway; of my own Judge 


S ” ne i) Human "Reaſon, is no- 


) 1 could nor, 'as ro the 
4 "or: Effe& ,il which is te ar- 
Fas? ive at Truth, and Happineſs, ) poſ- 
yy oy err, or be miſguided, \nor con- 
" y Tec ently raiſe 4 in hiro, theleat i 
|: Oh jc y conquer* & if 50 | 
- Macles, and Argument#$#the 
3 | of 32 and *encourag'd meto*p 

Deſign ; For ( thgughr' I 
4; "ws ay (if -he' dar ive Tin 
ay Reaſon( though dire&ly op - 

@Y malt perfe@ly agree with his} 

ow if {this be Implicatory, and 'Ab” 
J Lord (which rroly in my Judgements 
* win avery high-Degree ); He that 
| ÞSroach'd the” Opinion muſt (if hej 
i cav) ether ecodiclie,'c or defend 1 Mev: 
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Pilgrimage: to S ones, wheh he; 6h. 
: times meets with no Tratt;'or Parbiap. 3 
- | all, and ſometimes with.ſo- S—_ ane: 
. | thoſe ſo contrary in the Apptirance of - 
- | their Firft Emrys wilt: und | 
. | more than the want, and jth [utri-_ 
> | cate | Labyrinth, "re ſolues 0: folow "I 
« | own private: Reaſon, and- Trdgy ws 
- A cannot 'Rationally Hu arapde 2 
2 in” afficming , *Tis evidetit to:molt— 4 
6 Mens Humane Reaſon,” G upon = dilf=" 
4 -genr-and impartial ſearch ): thav the.” 
£ f Gods” 
- | Church; are- as diſcernable from all*; 
by Pretenders to, and Uſurpers: of that © E 
- | Office, as Light is from Darkneſs, or 
y | Day from Night; and therefore His | 
Plea of Variety ( for-all bisSpecius | 

ce {| falke) will bardly acquit. him;from a 
. | --notorious and+ dangerous defe&; and. + 
negle& in his Reaſon, and Duty, CE 

( fora'man- may doe all'chat polibly .. 

be canz':and yet not doe all that's pol» ® 


ſible tobe done ) nor con tw 1 
. ne France: bimaſelf of Tg —_ 
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ty, and Happinels, ( let him pretend | 
© never fo carcfully, and conſtamly. of 
- follow the cleareſt: Light of bis own 
Reaſon) unleſs he -can Demognitrare 
- (which is impoſſible ) an impoſidili. 
| gy of diſtinguiſhing true Guides from 

+ falſe. :. Neither doc we, in-following {| 
the DireRion of the Charch, relin» | 
3 | ang : but: punRaally obey, our Rea» 

for : we grant, That muſt -neceſlarily | 
þ þe Previous, or Introductive, (5. c. It | 
| oughtto:direct.us to be direRted); but 

. when ir aflumes ( and this is the Vul-. 
gar,” and : Eprderical Errour ) the 

{ whale iCondud in every Particular 
-*Qccartence to it ſelf,. it ceafeth then 

; $0 be our. North- Starz, and hbe- 

© comes a meer Tons faturw, cheating 

| -us..into:dark, and dangerous Pit-falls, 

- and Precipices; To which that fſay- 

|. ng of Saint Bernardis very Pertinent, | 
- and: Applicable; He, thar will be lis } 
- own Teacher, will have a Fogl to his |. 

Scholar. * 


|- God not-ſeldom [23 wag Dive] 
\ 


© 40 transform himſelf into-an Angel ? 


| of Light, which: is an inferoal Bal- | 
| Jacy, hardly ( if poſſibly) diſtingui- | 
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induftry nd harden: ih of fame -: 
Merciful God, to-preyent our beſny 
inrangled, and cavght-in ſo enticingy 
and treacherous a- Snare , bath: been 
| | pleay'd out of his Immenſe. care, "4 
| | love to Mat»kind,( for be ordinarily * 
works by ſecondary means, ) t0-pros- . 
miſe the Perperual Jlamination Gi % 
Holy Ghoft ro thoſe, whomhe lefty © 
under Him, to Guide, Govern, and: 
Inftruct us concerning all 'difficultiey 
we ſhall encounter. in our Way't0 
| Heaven : So that if we are deceived ith) © 
being Goverr'd,. and Rui'd by thas 
Church , which our Blefled: Saviour” 
bath commanded us ( under Penalty;of””! 
being accounted Heathens, and: Pubs © 
licans to obey ; He, that can 'veis » 
ther "deceive, 'nor 'be deceived, ns 
done it, Which is both: falſe ,- and' 
impoſtible inthe higbeſt Degree.  /-- | 
- And yet | doe nor deny- bur. thar-' 
God Almighty may fo inet 
| | irradiate 2 Soul with Divine Light, 
| 7 as that it may be faved without att the 
rermediate Guidance" of' any Charedll 
a. all , Fallible or Infallible, Bue,, - 
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/a6e mult not conclade wins 
47h Wi Joes: from what be Can; and 
- for*z Man1o-defert the Communion, 
and Dire&ion of the Church, becauſe 
+ God (if he pleaſes ) can otherwiſe 
= fave him, would be as deſperate a 
Pewption, as for a Man: to leap 
our 'of -.a Good: Ship into the Seas 
/ becauſe God [ftrengthn'd. Saint Pew | 
bor -once,"to walk upon the Wa- | 


Fee. 
++ God: Almighty ( no doubt) can 
_faſtain/a Man without any corporal 
| Bicwriſhwent at all ; but I ſhould 
ns it a madneſs, for all thar \in 
Zany Perſon ro reſolve thereforeto Eat 
Pu > morez-0r to. ſay, that Meat and 
'*Drink are not neceflary for the Pre- 
= Teryation of his Life. Starving would 
| infollbly conyince him of his- Error, 
 .as Perdition will thoſe that wilfully 
- ſeparate from the Church , our of ; 
+ which there is. no Salvation; And "ris iF® 
ng more LIncharitable, or leſs true | 
{x20 affirm this, than co ſay, Thoſe, 
. that were out of Noah's -: Ark, 5 
: were inevitably ,. and irrecoverably | 
* | Jonny in.che Deluge 3 ; Wha grea- 
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| greater Tenth oi | dneſs:Cag_* 
therebe,- than for-a'Man to. diſobey +; | 
God's Poſitive. Command'-in hopes. 3 
of. bis, Favour, and: Afliftance ſome? 
other extraordinary way.: And there- A 
fore that Himane Reaſon, or ( whas © 
if 1 _ ? . ) Septiciſm ';" which des © 
viav's from that Method, and rejects . 
that irrevocable., and indiſpentabg 0 
Injun&tion, Harken to the: Church, 

{ ( be never ſo ſpeciouſly, and florida 
| Jy: propoyd ) can never -ifſue-fram?® 
The! Farther of. Lights, but is Ori; a 
nally Created, or Kindied at the V 
Fire of. a Flaſhing Fancy , - . _ 
have no longer Duration ,' or Perp ay 
nence than Lightnirg ; ; which inzan's 
inſtant vaniſhes. © ' &#bmutting | m— 
Fudgments to Authority, or any thing - 
elſe + whatſoever ,i ( he ſays Y:1 Lo 
Unwerſality , and Paxpernjty b#-; 
FO. | 
Fhis may Jingle pretily to ould 
Fars; that itch 'after Novelty, 
"Libertiniſm, but 1 ſhall never lens 
it Rational ;_ unleſs be can Demo : 
ſtrate , that the fitteſt thing to ho oa 
Fo is 2 \ Cullender ; For be-might; 
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y Lo widen 6s og ke; i as ſolidly 
= (though in plainer Words ); Tf you 
- would keep; and confine the Sea with- 
| $nit*s due Bounds, and Limits, there 
* no better way inthe world, than ro. 
down the Banks, and demoliſh the 
Bs, and then you need fear neither 
| > or fon Bor Deluge. His wertitur 
7 -Orbs. 
L + ton] 'Man (1 know. ). may | fee 'the 
* "xh a Pail of Fair Water, but 
"te ver” before heard ('as be arpues } 
| t Heaven was to be ſeen in the Bot- 
# of a Well ; and therefore ' that 
diner ( or rather extraordinary \) 
Eos wing of  Democritzs', That Fruth 
—Iyes-10 the Bottom of a Deep Well. 
Lmufſt' confeſs,” 1 doe not well under. 
" ſand :''and (o for. fear of drownir 
 "Phall let ir paſs, 'as too deep and dans» 
WH a Myſtery ' for my ſhallow 
eaſon to dive, or look into, 


* ive Ape, firſt rarn their Brains, and 
-qhen. all things Topfie-turvy ; . For 
= of this Doctrine -of Democritus: be 
/erue; we muſt no longer ſay, Look up, 
| *byr erciey- to Heaven; 'and Pump, vr - 
0” | oy 
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3 Countries , whith admitted (Or Tas . 


draw | Salvation, ucheydo3 water ig '; 
Buckets. {4.450 
He needed not, Tohave. Enumergs Y 
ted the Various Sentiments of the Anu 
tient. ay”, atm Fx 10 warre- __ 
M311 ence to infer a poſ[ubvlat 
Fa of different Fry 74 
( 45..to. the Exteriour.). Harmonio 
#nd Peaceably ; For, donbileſs, the Be: S. 
eral Sefts among us, if all the fan] 
they uſe to reduce athers to their way be 

(. 45.44 ought 10 be) only perſwaſiuc,”? 
wy etl, > Ve; may ( 44. 18 0rÞber.difſentn 
: Countries ) Move tn ONr- Engliſh -* 2 
X $ /phere without claſhing as the Planets | 
- do intbeirRe ignlarlydrregular Motion ure - 
If-this be all he drives at, there's \na 
Difference at all baween - bim and”! 
ime. 
Whether the Reformation { whied 
| be endeavours to vindicae ) were thy © 
” occaſion of ſo winch Bloud , - Confu- 
ht fin. and almoſt Deſelarian in al ohoſit 


ther were forc'd to); 3r; Iithall-noe- 
here diſpute : bur *tis out of Contros ® 
verke tbey aRugly happen'd:; ;- which 
TN EtfeRs (1 myſt confeſs þ el» 
| | force 
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orc __ to believe that God Knigh' i 
oy Ne 'Benediction (for all their Fpects Þ 
3 obs Reafonings,* and Religious: Pre- © 
| wt never-did, or will; oe with 
He runs on for” ſeveral Pages very 
. eel. -and Rethorically, to-prove , 
| That ever y Matts” Particular Reaſon, , 
E sf well fol 4 Card there's a Paren- 
- thefis ) he Infallibly carry him at Vaſt 
HL © phoupb perbaps throngh many Tediojts, 
q and Trouble ome * Wandrings ,. to hy 
Eternal Happineſs. Well; Tam con-' 
-, rented with this, - and ſay fo too, but | 
- withall moſt ask him a Queſtion, Why 
X - does not that: nan'well follow his Rea: 
fon, who' in'all Doobts and Dificul- 
4 "ries, ( for certainly ſuch things there 
- are) thinks nothing under Heavert | 
| more Rational, than ro ſubmir 'to, 
© arid "acquicſce in the Interpretation ,. 
| | Definitions, and Decrees of General. 
> Councils? 'If 'he ſays, Theſe all to _ q 
' ther; may Erre as likely as he," then 
FT fay, this, to' my Reaſon, ſounds ” 
* aifiresſonably as if he ſhould fay, One 
-- Man-may be as ſtrong as ten thou» ' 
E And: © "and thus if-his' own wr” 
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on His: ;: or on: -my wc he is: ey, . 
ly defeated.” | I-grant,, 'a ee; = 
( though without. any FraQion:, or. 0 
Diviſion . [for certainly: there's? 00.” 
Plurality :}. in- the'-Radical Unity; 5 -! 
may: belteve Various Articles bythe. © 
ſame. AR of: Faith :' for it's Root, or 45 
Fountain | ( although .it- germinar' 54. 
Predires: into ſeveral oe: ofr* © 


| | ow: Variation ): but to ſow: ( as: this. -* 
| | Author ):That « Han may be to day . 
fully a Papiſt, ſeven.zears bence a Pr tg 
| reftant,and then Whats he-fancyer-met's: © 
_ | andthat althoughbe believer things die 
reffly Oppoſue , evidently: Gomrary\,. 
Pro and Con, or forward and backs | 
| ward - Yer if be be all the while: Alt a«.. 
JS .aed, and moved by the: ſame Sond of 
| IE aith, (which he ſays is Conſcience); - 
®:e-24 ſtill the ſame ' Numerical Fauh;- 
This 'I fay, is ſuch a Prepoſterons- | 3 
piece of Jumbling Divinity,.that. zl-/> 
bongh be may pleaſe bimſelf with the | 
Tory (for that's' cho yery beſt of 
phy it- $43 
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-: Order, | Uniry, / can 

kD enſed with, fark, a TION: hs 
+ Jefs and Confus'd. Variety 3 He might 
.” well have'told me ( and 1 ſhould 
as ſoon ' bave believ'd him ) that a 
b. if he be all the while vivify'd, 

or aRtuared by the ſame inſtruments 
* e) Life: ( _ Heart and Vitals ) 
$2 ouphi be be ſer juſt upon his Headyhe 
Sands direly.upon his Feet, | [Tricks 
3 "of ARtivity are commendable enongh, 
” but certainly *is.deſperate for a Mans 
& * Faith to leape the Sommerſet : And 
bs thus , Unity, or Sameneſs of Beliefe 
{fo Shen incolcated in Holy- Scrip- 
4 cn quirethrown dur of doors, and 
= Divine: Faith reducd_ to a ſtrong 
bk 7-1 or _ a Weak, and Wavering ) 
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"Wherefore allowing His wh pw 
ical Diſcourſe, © about Corporal 8ub 
es 80 be rr8e ( for 1 grant in Subs 
 Janary Bodies there is, yet wjchou . | 

jcny' Alteration ,. or Change in the 
© Form or Species , ( as he prerends 
= " -thay be in Faith ) , perpetual Flux 

E ood ". ey muſt neceeffarily Tr 


RO 


fire e& tile wb6Mn for {aan ; 


x | | metic 3 ) Yer © davny;! for! the” Reaforns | 
2 aforeſaid} That only ſuch F535 tos * 
Wy roy or Tatble Hentity, 6 be : 
d} fpeaks of; is! requifice "ro ti's 
aj] Faih; Nor -wruty cat eff eve ur | 
), | better, or ta6te ſolid Refuſe fron 

tf his-ſurprizing Arguments that this',” 

)8 Thar ſo Meti- doe bur believe, 500. 

ef] orear marcee” fot the Wha, '6t ths 

(6 Why. i 4 052 THOINDS 

b, He will {till have bis own {611 _ 
a frgular Reaſorto Counterballance Cif* 
df nor ourweigh ) all Fecha al Ja 2 
fell and Superiority ,? (as'mn KAR 


>-| The beſt way to ſecure a 3 Ship at 6 
df to take awiy ther Anchor "hd, 4 
180 der; ) For! whar-3 ir(f ys Hey ff 
| will truſt your , Soul with; in this Tm." | 
pertant Buſineſs ? Is it the Aatbority: 
J of Men # Theſe verily muy leall you fo-. 
belÞ is Errour,;* and "cis nor impd3|ſible mo; 
be' wor ft and «greateſt of all, whit bus * 
he Deſertion'sf Chrilt hue af ' Such 
aPolltbilicy,, : 'F utterly: deny. ind Fo" . : 

ds my Confidence and Wart, produce” 4 
{the ſacred Wrir, \where'the Chirch is . 
" call , The A Pilla} of Tenth 5 
rey Qc Me 
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 painſt which the Gates of Hell, ſhalt 
: cel ; Now if £ Gentleman 
* can ſhew {ucb a Character given, or 
" 'Peomvile made to his ſolitary Reaſon : 
| Vie ſobmit ard beg his Pardon; if he 
* cannot, then be muſt excuſe me for 
* doubting , his Reaſon did not rake 
+ fuch DireQions as it ought, and migbt 
| have done before it ſet forth ? nor con- 
* ſequently can he aſcertaia me, - that 
* *cis purify'd from all Paſſion, Intercit, 
and Senſuality. Pride made the 
| Greateſt Angel a Dive), and a Man's 
| ownReaſon c c00 far truſted) turns to 


'  * The Arian Hereſfie ( which he hints 

| at ) Clouded, but never Torally E- 
| clipſed,. or Corrupted the Church, 

| which will ever remain immaculate , 

| and pure: For the WeSterne Parts 
| felt lirtle, or nothing of chat Spiritu- | 
| al Peſtilence, which -in leſs chan four F 
| Years ſhe happily Diſperſed, and diſ- Y 
| fipated, as the Sun by Degrees, does 
" Milt's, and Vapours, - 

'-, As to the Condemnation of Athana- 
| fius,, and whatſoever finiſter, or An> 
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& Lives ( he ſays) of many Popes, and : 


3 "themſelves have been, ) why not T wo, | 
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Rs A — 
ff #t-Chriftian Proceedings, -be chargeth 
the then - Pope with ; If he would - 
vouchſafe toperuſe ſome of our Anti- 
ent, or Madern Covtrovertiſts ( who. 
treat at large of the Santions of Ge- - 
neral Councils ) ; I preſume, he would | 
clearly, - and evidently diſcover his | 
Miſ-information4 and that, which he 
1s willing to take for acertain Treth, . * 
(for © uod volumw, facile credimus, ) 
would prove a meer Calumny., and 
Impoſture, | 

Bar Mill, from the wicked Errours + 
of ſome of that Council, be infersa | 


poſſibility, thar all might 6 Fre ] 


have «rr*d fo ; For, ſays be, Thy 

bility of Erronr ( even in ſo high a De 
. gree, ) we ſhall fing in the Þ reve Y 
and very Elements of a Council. For --} 
if any one Member of it may be a Hea- | 
then, or Atheift in Opinion ( as the | 


” the Speecbes of ſome declare, that they 


not Three, not more, wat the Mai- 
| jor Part, that is, The whole. Conn-* 


Though this ( 7 Confefs ) be out of: 


4 my Elemers, yer / think the inconſes! 
F quence of i i, , tay be Demonſtrated by' 
"this lfogit fm. Thar which may hap- 
en to ay. one egge in the Pariſh may I” 
| happento *all; "Bur 'it may happen to ll 
any one | egpe inthe Pariſh ro goe into |" 
a'Man's: outh at once; therefore it [3 
Ms happen to all the Egges iti the Pa- I" 
tiſh,ro $0 into a man's mouth at once 2'N 
Now, Who ſces not the '/Equivocati- [| 
on of his Logith,, which Difſtingui- I" 
ſhes not berween 'a Diviſive, and Col- JJ 
 leRtive ſenſe. U] 
| * "Who thoſe Perſons were ( which be I? 
mentions with fs much Ventration ) of 1 
Job Excellent Abil:ties, nnd worthy pi 
| Spur its, to examine by the Rules of thery 
own Reaſon, thoſe Follies , and dans 
| gerous Errours m Religion, T know St 
not, bur ar certain thoſe that Conver- 
ted* the  Idolatrous Nations of the 
World to Chriſtianity, were of thar I! 
very fort of Men, who, he is pleas'd F" 
'to ſay, are firſt taught' ro think, and” 
| ©then- ro fpeak they know nor what, 7 |. 
mean the'Sons of the Charch of: Rome, 
- fothar he who charges theſe with Su- 
. perſtiion ayd Idolatry, bepaule by 


beg 
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beg the interceſſion of the $ 


| would it nor be wonderful Wifdom in 


gSHim , to whom we addreſs our Pray- 
Yers. pong, Res 
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aints, and. 
pſe pious Repreſentations 3 his Reaſon 
indeed reaches him firſt to rhink, and 


then to ſay; he knows not what :., For - | 


any man to tell another,that *'f he has a 

mind to preſerve the memory of a 
very dear Friend, he mult by tio means - 
Jook upon his Pifure, ( for that 

would infallibly rake. his thoughts 

quite off from him) ) bur if tie ares } 
upon the bare Wall, be will there cer- . : 
tainly find a very lively and perfet 
Idea of bim.” , Ou vult decips, aects ' * 
piatur, Undoubredly the PiRure of 
our Bleſſed Saviour upon'the* Ctofs, 
is ſo far from making us think of any 
Strange, or Falſe Gods, 'that''it'p4+ 
thers our vain; and ſcarter*'d thoughts 
together , 'and makes us more Vis 
poroully, ind *Arttentively think * of 


What hurt or danger car! there be 
in any thing, which occaſions one to 
bink 'of our - Saviour Chri#t;) (ns a 
Picture of bis Paſſion very 'Effe@oual- 
ly doth ) ?*or what 1dolatey'y' when 
_ ( excited _  - 
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{ excited thereby to a Contemplation 
of our Saviours Crucifixion, ) one 
Bowes towards C not to )tbe Picture ? 
Do Men worſhip, or adore, any Mi- 
niſter pronouncing the word ZESUS, 
becauſe they doe ( or ſhould ) Bow 
at that ſacred Name ? Certainly no 
me-thinks the very Light of Nature 


' ſhould decide this Controverfie with- 


out More adoe, No Man bowes at 
thoſe Five Letters, 1. s. s. UV. $. 
bur becauſe Conjoyn'd, they ſpell the 
{ Holy Name of FESUS. So, no 
-, Man Bowes at the Subſtance , or Co+ 
lours of a Picture of the Paſſion, but}. 
becavſe being diſpos'd, and ſhad- 
dow?*d by: the. Painter's Pencil, they 
repreſent Qur Redeemer dying. upon 
the Croſs; A Pifture then is a Word 
to the Eye, as a word+isa Picture-tq 
che Ear; and if it be norIdolatry to 
bow at the Name, { which is bur aff 
- "ſound, ) I ſhall never bz convinc'd, 
' that "cis. any to bow at the Picture of 
FESUS, which is but a Shaddow, 
unleſs it could be prov, that all things 
are firictly forbidden, which are not 
| expreſlycommanded.. Bur co our Ay-f 
09 thor. 2 7 © | AMen F 
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on | ' eMenought (be ſays Sad their Sy - ; 
ne || © Confidence, rather in the Tradzriens of 
e! | the former, than the Commands of the 


fli- 8 preſent Church ': This indeed wants * 
S, | nothing at all but proving ; but, fuppoe : 
7 | fing it true, what better-meatis can he | 
0; | poſlibly propoſe to himſelf ro know 
re | the Truth of former Traditions, than : 
b- | the Sufferage of this preſent Church ? 
at | But he would have no man build his 
S. | Belicf upon the Authority of paſt, or, ! 
bef preſent Ages; ( a ſtrange Caution: \] 
of] from a ſingle perſon. ) For, Tays he, /: 
D* | Tf they look ipon all the Conſequences * 
ut : of that Opinion, (it ſeems then all pur © 
d.j Fore-fathers were ſtupidly blind) chey - 
yl] are it much greater danger of \leing © 
nf drawn from the Chriſtian Faith, than 
dil thoſe, who remit the Pudgment of reeſe F 
oft things to their own Keaſon -. © For 
ofÞ God's fake, why ſo ? Thar certainly } 
28 - now is the true Rule of Faith. which YN 
d,f was the Eſſential means Of plantirig, - 
ff and conſerving it firſt ; | but Oral, 1 
,f| and Apoſtolical Tradition, ' not writ- ©; 
8 ten Books; nor ary Man's ptivate 


x Spirit, or Reaſon, was the Effential' 
-j means of -Planting, and Conſerving ir - 


. 
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- athrit ; therefore Orall, and Apof A 
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; {5a | | Th Ja, Ly 
| «Tt Sigh, nor Writgn. Books, 
Nil the rrue, A and certain Rule | 


4 bis Reaſon: Fu at ji 
0M Pe. a, bim to Believe, that, Infal- 
ns {ler bim debine'ir  howhe will ) 


aſt. neceſſarily ' be anvexr to ;Hy 
Guide in Spiritual Matters. * 
\«, {p4 Thou rhe ill oi S601" 
199 Ft jo. Hear Fd; means, if: 
ſtore Wy Great Parr 


Te Hed a bofi- 

, F3 Tye _ 
bf Millions” mi Dt or "Pler- 
ath periſh * But that Dreadful, Sen- 


I bo re X174 Eccleſiam nnlla' eſt. S4- 


bug, turns my hope _ ' fear; and 
Iremb] for -. though ignora 
a3 0M very much Moy 
bh excuſe; yet if an Erropr be Fa 
'damenial that |ignorance. ( though | 
| Noor ſo invincible, cannot after 1 i s 
ture , or, quality ; nor acquit | tte 
ry ; r . from all” ' Guilt', and 
 Fepu 3 te he, that urſawates drops 
l | 46 0PY bs inro 
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into "the Water.,, (if .he be *Oyer+ * 
whelm'd, ) is 25 certainly. drown?d;, 7 
£15 'he.chat willfu!ly.plunges himſelf mth 
© over Head and Eares.,' And I fear, 
= the':reward of inyjncible; Ignorance, |: 

may ;be. , rather, an; Abatement, .nt 

t Big, em » than'ia. Frujtign;, of : 
= Dus b : '- 4:7 8 
) | .(Errours in Faith, (;at leaſt Funds- 
rj Mental; il conceive'to be of. amore 
peznicious Conſequence., , than, (at | 
preſent) a vitious Lifez: for ,no.,Ra- * 
tional Man ( 1 think ); queſiions.. but 
that. *%js ibetter for. a;Man to; Loyter, - 
or Kumblez. nay to fall and hurt. hae 
{c]f.in a right Path;- than to walk Up» * 
righty.(4.mean with Moral Honeſty, * 
ln. 3 wrong. As there.is, more hopes 
certainly of the Salvation of a nful } 
Chriſtian, than a Religious Few. the -? 
foxmer,being: Rall in \the Road:po W- 
bly.'to, recover, and. perſevere Penj.. ” 
tently,,and Proſperoully ; the latter be *: 
ing. totally incapacitated through. the *' 
Eccentrical Crookedneſs of hy, way ; 
to make a go0d,or happyPeriod of has: : 
ill - begun Progreſs. --f 
. There may be ſeveral wayes to:the-- 
lame. * 
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” fame Faith, but certainly Not ſeveral 
* -Fasths ( as this Author. imagines) ro 
* the ſame Gop, whois an Indiviſible, - 
| -and Immutable Efſence , & therefore, 
| Going - vigoroully - forward , (igni- 
| \Hies nothing, unleſs we goe right : He 
| that wills the End, muſt neceffarily 
uſe the mcans. So that this Author 
'-can never win meto his Opinion, that 
' all Men (chough never ſo Diſcrepanr 
- n their Faith, following in all Parci- 
| culars the Ditates of their own -pri- 
| vate Reaſon, ) will infallibly .in the 
-zend arrive at Security, avd Happineſs; 
” Bill he hath proved, that the Way, 
- "which leads a Man direQly to Ber- 


- 'dently believes be*s right, ) will cer. 
- tainly bring him to Dover. C'rede quod 
| "babes, et babes. 
| He had rather think ( be fays ) 
| with Origen, that the Divels th my. 
| ſelves by the exceſſive kinaneſs of their 
' Fudge, ſhall at lait be exempted from 
- Damnation, than that he himſelf, ſhall 
| be danw'd for that Opimon. ND 


: a Undoubtedly | this ſhews the Au- 
AC | thor 


| \vick, (if he that travels in jt: confi- 


thor to be a very Compaſſionate, ant} * 
good Natur'd Man; bur. certainly. 
© | that cannot be trne Charity, which : 
©, | *chwarts the irrevocable Decree of : 
!- | Heaven, andtruly I do not ſee, why. : 
le he may not ( with as much Reaſon). Y; 
y doubt that the Glorify*d Bodyes may : 
T fall from their Beatitude, as think; ; 
IL that theDivels thernſelves ſhall ar aſt be? 


4 releas'd from their Damnation : but as, /! 
- | certainly, the former are paſt all hopes” 
4 of Relaxation: from their Torments, ? 
c ſo the latter are paſt all fear of being * 


. depriv*d of their Felicity- and Erer- 
p nal - Jubilee. For that -which truly, * 
x makes Heaven and: Hel], is not. ſo. 
" || - mnch the exceſſive Greatneſs, - as 
Infinity of ' their -Joyes, and Tors, } 
ments, | "440 
He thinkes, He may very well bes: | 

lieve; that there are Secret ana Waons,. 
| der ful Ways, by which Gop ay be. 
| pleaſed tm apply bis Merits to Man« 
hind befides, thoſe dweit, open.rans' ors: 
dinary ones of Baptiſm, and Confeſſions. 
This / muſt confeſs is very ſecret, * 
wonderful , and dark; Divinity, bes+,: 
cauſe” Diametrically oppokte S. the: 
E' ho = vine: 
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F Wine Wriki; ak RE SU'S an- 
- ſwering N icodemut | his Queliion , | 
| Gia poſitively; Amen, Amen; 'I ſay 

\ #0 thee, Vnliſs' a"Man be born again 

"Water and the $ pirit, be cannot enter 
 ato'the Kingdom of GoD. 

; Y"And therefore why this Author 
| ould - advante a Belief ſo 'palpably 
Ants - Chriftian'; Tcannot imagine, 
unleſs 'he tuppoſes' (wbich is Blaſphe. 

" my to think ) thar our Bleſſed Savi- 

our did not ther fully underftand his 

» wn mind, » The Text clearly con- 

” futes the Extravagancy , and 1impiety 

| of ſuch an im;ginarion, and diſcovers 

J "this Authors: Hnman "Reaſon to'be 

im this, ( as in many other particu» 

L lars, ) bus a fallacious Dream, from 

- which if he would rouſe, and thorow-: 
b Ty awake himſelf, he. would quickly 
Pt itceive it ro vanſh into nothing , 
and" prove: a/ meer-'Iuſion , -- Pot IJ. * 
"tezve any Prudent Chriſtian ro judge, 
whether he'rhinks: it not onely, abſo-: 
hurely neceſſary to. walk rowards Hea- 
Fyen, by thoſe Dire&, Open, arid Or- 
dinary wayes| of Baptiſm, &c. bur 
[#ifo Red impoffible, C unlefs in 
be” caſe 
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m_ of FN" Rich i is; Ai i.Bape 
min Bloud ),to.crofs.over, upon ſuch 
a light, and ſlippery Bridge as this, thee . © 


cauſe, the Author thinks ( witheis © 


proving.) that there ..may be. .orher 
ſecret, and wonderfal ways. of ger, | 
ting thicher : And heyway. ( it ;he 
pleaſe ) -goe one Step farther , ;and © 
believe, that there may. be no other. | 
ſecret, and wonderful ways for a mam © 
to live, beſides Breathing :. Corryptcs, 
optsms peſ? uma, And certainly that 
muſt need's be an tmpious exceſs of * 
Charity, which not. anely ſhakes the | 
Foundation, bur fruſtrates the whole © 
| Fabrick ,. aud Defigns of Chriſti» 
26ity.. © 0 D _dcliver all good Chri- 
ſans from ſach gentle, and goods. 
Narur'd Doctrine, 

Our Blefſed Saviour; ( that beſt 
knew) forctold,. there muſt be Heres. 
8 fries, which molt Divines agree to be. 
thoſe Gates of Hell; mentioned , in, 
Scripture, -and conſequently in-lets ro. 
Damnation : Contrary to which this. 
Author: contends _, that ſcaree any. 
Hereſie (if at all diſcoverable) can 
be Damnable , and maintains ſuch a © 

_ facility 7 
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Faciliry 'to avoid all dangerous Er: 


|  rours, that no Men of ordinary Senfe, 
| . and Reaſon'-can poſſibly fall into 
| them. h \ 

” Hereticum hominem poſt unam, & 
t  fecundam correptionem ( the Scripture 
| faith ) devire. - But how can he be 
| fſhun'd, that is not knowable ? And 


therefore, 1 muſt intreat this Author | 


' to correct Saint Paxl!'s Admonition, 
or his own Human Reaſon ( which, 
* hethinks fir, ) for one of them cer- 

, tainly is very mach in faulc. | 
| To obey in matters of Belief with- 
out being able to believe the thing com- 


manded, is n0 leſs ( he ſays ) , and | 


ſeems more aContradittion, than ſim- 


ply to obey without knowledge of a Com- 


mand. Cerizinly this Author thinks. 


every Man's Reaſon has a ſecrer, Mag- 
netick Power to attraſt, or draw 


F down the high Myſteries of Faith withs | 


in view of his Underſtanding, which 


is impoſlible :; Bur if Men's Reaſons 


are ( as beyond Debate they may be ) 
ſatisfy'd, that thoſe who guide them, 


neither will , nor can deceive; what If fe 


- - ſhould make them ftart, or fly back * 
2% Their 


Ks, 
F 


he. fa py © mh, on w—_ 9Ftuwp Wn ann 0 w» a .oc. cc 4c cc T, 


" || ne audit, ) or atleaſt the very Eccho 
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| follow ) re}ls us, Our buſineſs, and 


J not go forward. 


- 


no good, | or, ſufficient 'Reaſon for 
them to disbelieve, and a much worſe 
Argument to- prove any thing (' de. 
fide ) falſe, which they propoſe, who 
doe cruly, and Naturally conveigh to 
us, the Will, and Pleafure of Gods 
they are his Voice, (Qs vos audit 


of it The Cburch never Do&rinal- 
ly ( butwhen, and whatCar1sT') 
ſpeaks , and, if be,- that hears one, 
hears botb ( which our Saviour him- 
ſelf ſaith ) Human Reaſon ( which 
thus far ought to proceeq, and we to 


duty then is to obey, and not diſpute. - _ 
Belides, if that ſaying be true, Fides 
eft Argumentum 101 - apparentium , 
I do not ſee why Faith, and Obedience, 
ſhould ſtand ſtill, becauſe Reaſon can- 


He ſays, The Unity of the Chrsſti- . 
an Church us broken, not ſo much by 
them who differ in Opimons, as by 
them, who will not allow ef ſuch a Dif. 
ference, | 

Cu #6 contrarium verum eft ; By - 
this 4 


F 
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hh Gop., 


bet agairfſtit, than 'tq-call him the 
greateſt 'Wrangler,' who' woultt pre- 


ent others ftoin quarrelling?” And'to: 


Fay;'be that would reconcile Differen- 
ce5y/.and- binder Men from going ro- 
werher by tht!Epres, was the '6ccafion 
of their:falling our? Certainly *tis as 
Ratiodal.to lay,' There can be no Or- 
der; where 'therc% 'no- Confufi 10n, as 
to ſay, There can be no Unity,without 
Difference ©: *Tis' a Soiecifme ,” 'and 
Paradox" tuch above the reach of my 


Reaſon 3;bur if he underſtands i It, *ris 


well enough. 
Who: knowes (faith he ) whether 
who liked be that m 
Men's Bodyes ſhould have the” (amt 
gomplexion, no Men's Faces the fam 
Figures no Hands the ſame Lines, 
no Voyces th: ſame Sounds; nay, x0} 
ſo wich but." Nob FAvtiens, and 
SFures. ſhonld be Diſt-nguiſhable; ba 
not likewiſe beſt Pleaſer. bir felf - with 
no leſs Variery m the parts of Men 
that are Immatcrial,and even'in the mo 
Immwattriat”  Aitiors of thoſe* parts , 
which 


"1 +2 


4 l M331 —— 
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which z the FB $ and Atria 
a Deity. 
This ( though it look preniily up- 1 
on Paper) is a meer Quick - Sand, + 
and' cafily anſwer'd with asking afio- 
| ther Queſtion, Who knows whether 
God is beſt pleafed with ſuch Vari- | 
ety in the Faithz as in the Faces of 
Men 7 That which fortifies me ,' iti- | 
dubitably ro believe the contrary, are . 
thoſe expreſs Words of $eriprare, 
One' God, ' one: Faith, one*Baj tiſm, 
which eviderttly* inferre, that beſides 
that General .lmpediment. ( viz. cho 
Sinfulneſs',” and. Frailty of our Na- 
tures, (C meny if ſiway'd Tolely by thei 
= own reaſon ) eaſily may, uh 69 fre-.. 
' quenely do, miſcarty, for wank 9h . 
Right Path. * * | 
Does Gov (ſays he.) Fain any 
thing by our Devotions ? does he receive 
8 Hurt from one kind of Worſuip, a 
Advantage by another ? © i 
o No ſurely, (ſayT) for be'is an * 
Qaucrerable Plenttade of Btifk., and 
Deletion ts Himſelf, bur? cis 45.Cer-. 
tinly frae'; 'that'he: may 'be* fs It 4 
wh otie kind of Worfhp, and ele | 3 
D minate 
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other ; 
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mY unleſs | Zeroboars - 
.C who, the Holy Scripture more than 


once ſaith, .made I/rael to'fin ) com- 


r 


OY 


offend 


| ed God,in ſetti 
in Day and Bethel. 
© Without doubt (fl 


= 


.no* Crime, ngf conſequently 
ag up the Cates 


ith he;but that's no 


proof) He wha gave Rules; which mug þt 
accept of ſeveral Interpretations, when he 


' might have made them us. plain to all in 


one Senſe ,as they ſeem now to every man 
#8-hzs own is likewiſe well contented, 
rea they. ſhall be Interpreted ſeveral- 


+. BS. 6 4 
Truly, if our Bleſſed Saviour bad 


nor 


Exp 


F 


ofepr: 


ſtiruted- Selet Judges, and 
of _ his Divine Laws 


Which, no. Laws ever. were without. } 
"might perhaps be of his mind too; 
but fince ( Gop be thanked )) cis e- 
vidently otherwiſe ;3 . withour doubt 


this Author is egregiouſly 
,Certaivly God Almighty ( if he bad 


miftaken- | 


intended;Reaſon, to be abſolute Lord 
Par amouut, independently toRule,and 


"4 F 


| Ambignity 


Inftru& in every particular Emergen- 
- Ianoſt.beve given. all 
b_ the ſame meaſure, tg compaſs the 


ſams 


lame end,””'For,” as x Ship; hit: 
lies in'the Water, if it bas nor" er |; 
to make it Float, can 'n6 more move / 
forward, than ifit lay upon dry Land. 
50 it can never” fink into'tny' Under. 
Tanding, How he,that hasJefs Reaſon, 
ſhould” as fafely, and:effeQually pro- : 
ceed, as hecthat has more, unleſs this 
Author: could 'prove & part of any - 
thing t6''be'as' much as thewhole,' or | 
demonſtrate'Reaſon ro be of the Mi-. 
raculons Nature of the Manna ya / 
morg the 7fraclites, whereof he who | 
'gather'd much had nothing. 'over,, 
and he who' gather*d" litrle' had'\no | 
—_ WT (8 wt Y 
Were this ſeriouſly conſider?'d-, i]; 
am confident upon 'ſecorid Thoughts, - 
( and they are beſt) , this Author | 
would be convinc'd, that a Man's Ree 
ſon alone' can never doe-the Work, I | 
mean ſteer him ſecnrely ( over that- 
deep. Ocezn''of Scripture), tothe } 
Port of Eternal Happineſs , without | 
Embarking in that Eccleſiaftscal Ship, : 
the Church . in whiel'C if they Con-} 
form to her Dorine ),"thePoorare ! 
25 ſoft vs the Richeſt, © andthe. Walk: ; 
we 2 et. 
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Fo oak Witk "wii this Reliance | 
; log no more: deſert our own Rea- 
| Lon, : than;a Mary does bis Corporal 
: Strength; in-taking a: Staffe to help, 
and ſapport..him in a-dangerous, and 
- Nippery Paſſage : And whatever Ar- 
4 my uments afe-advanc'd ro enervatethe 
 zſolidiry. of this Ground, ( let them 
"\nexer. ſo- briskly ſally our ,-) they 
| -can -be.'no. better , than meer .emp- 
% t Ebullitions or Babbliogs of Rea- 
I {II 
3 wy ul. C fays he ) the Aud by 
growin 'L hard, as the Wax by Mels 
| tings obeys. the Sun ;- nor 1s. it leſs 
pi, by the one , than by the 0- 
[.L er SN 
Ar jisrrue the. fame ban ( and I grant 
FF Ai: equally ( though vacionte” ) 0» 
| hevs by both;.) ſoftens. Wax , and 
| 1 hardens Mud; C their Natures being 
-++by Heat to; melt, and grow; hard, ) 
+ bur:I cagnot-.conceive how. the Parity 
| holds exaſtly. between thoſe Inan;- 
- .mareg: material ; Subſtances, and our 
-Inimonts)', pod; Immarerial. Souls : 
# A5u certgio)y the. Diyjne, Infuſce of ©. 
-. Fanb, i them - with - Tdeatiea © 
IG '& ©] | ph ; | 
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Capabilivies,' and fired then Uni- *? 
 formly for theReception dfrheir Pro» | 
per Obje&s, 057, [the 'Myfteries of * * 
 Chriſtianicy:yiwhich whoſoever Obe | 
ſtinately.\DiGbelieves; ot twejefts, is -; 
defervedly Excommunicared, {becauſe 
he wilfully' :«xdude bimſclf ©: from - 
that Myſticall Ark the Church; of : 
G o'py{! ml iztob a 210] 
.' But, bythe-way ( me-thinkes:):this © 
Author 3alkes very incongruopfly of | 
more. than-one: Religion.,'.'the':ivery 
word. - bearing witneſs : againſti::Himy 5 
for the :Subſtantive. Pel;gi0y) Trkke-n0 
be deriv'diifrom-the Verb-i Religo: 10 
Tye or Bind together 3 but/his ©: Zati- 
thdinarian, or Socinian DoQridey|does 
not onely Untie” and Unbind,!i bur: 
| Blends, and:Shuffles all into: a Ghaos i; 
| Tet Farh withihim mul ſtill be\Proy 
> Wpcrly oneg!iana the iſame;, though; ac 
: cording t0'the diverſe Receptions, ('nays 
r 


he') #t produrs3'net only divenſeyhuticues 
tary Efes. i  { : enuts 


I 


: £3415 him dy 
This [ ſhalt believe, when he:hach es © 
vinc'd, that, becatiſe all things; Which” 
are potable are ;comprebendedtndes 
he Denomination of Liquour z theres ©; 
V | D - "- to re ” 


- fore, White:Wines, ::Rheniſh, Cans 
- is Claret; Syder; and Muſcadine;; are 
Certainly; that Man would be cen» 
ſar'd to have drunk too much of theſe, 
that eguld be brought to ſwallow fo 
great 'a)Coneradiation.; _ Yer |this-the 
Author muft ay, (if-he ſpeakes con- 
ſequently to his own Arguments ,:)/ 
is as defenſible as his Hyperboleg 
that the /Diverfity of Religious Opi- 
Hions { becauſe 1njurioully- produc'd 
by him under the Venerable Name 
of Faith, ).are not-fevera), but one 
and the! very ſelf fame: belief: which 
certainly is as 'far from right Reaſon - 
ing, as a ConfuGon:of Fancyes is from 
purely-Divine Faith, 0 4. 

ſhould have found tio fault with 
His comparing the'' Unity: of God's 
Ghirch to Wed-lock;:. but © that he 
ſpoyles the Similitade in-allowing e« 
very } Particular Member. to believe: 
contravy-'to. one: another, nay . to 
themſelves : by which he.pulls down 
apain what he built: up. attd makes 
that ConjunRion » Diszundive ,.. by a 
"” new-found-Negarive:, .or :Counter- | 


L529 Me Ne. 


Te” 
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"No body at' all queſtions , but, that 
a Foct when 3p: ans Go fs 
ſayes, ). or 4 Hand when it ſhakes mth | 
tbe Palſie, remmn ſtill Parts of Mo 
dy: but if thy are Irrecoverably, uſe * 
leſs, they are no otherwiſe ſo, than gs 
a Dead Bough 14 a4 Member of @ L3- | 
ving Treey there may be .Contimwty 
bur no Communication between them ; | 
and this Debilitz,ar decay, muſt weeds 
happen through ſame ſecret  Peruerſith, | 
or Obliquity 1#.bhe PN a 2298 Any 


Defett or Deficeency in the Radigsl:A- | 
liment. The ſamel fay of thoſe that 


wilfully perſiſt in Incredulity , ..and” 
Errour 3 but yet withall .muſtadd I 
this, that they are never _Icreyocae | 
bly ( God's Grace being crew Þ s 
fie,) Anathemariz'd by this Church:; 
which is much more willing, .and, rea 
dy upon Submiſſion , nnd Fon jo" | 
on to Re-embrace, than for Onky | 
to Excommunicate any. , ',..,., 7 | 
There, may certainly be (though: 
be thinks otherwiſe, ) a full, a9 | 
intire PA in all Points of Fait 1-3 
ember with an qther, cither 


} —_—_ _—_- ba © a & wa” Fd 


Aly 6 
'Acﬀyally or Votively, (which to” | 
ABgy or Vourgy THe 


; ia is Equivalent , ) or elſe the 
Athanaſian Creed ( adinitred by moſt 


Poor etinte ; is. nor. to be Credited, 
0 


thu 


""Whoſoever will bet ſaved, it is need- 
| ful before all rhings that he. bold the 
CatholickFaith; The which unlefs each 
one '(hali- keep whole' and [nviolate, 
C mark rhat, ) he fhall withour doubr 


oaks 


which, wit 


d. 


ut Haſte 3 5 | begins 


rnally' perrſh ; now, if this be ( as 


| tmly-it is ) true, he. thar wilfully 
|  disbetieves any one Article, forfeirs his 
| whole Fatthy and Conſequently the 
| leaſt Defe&t therein is 2 total Privas 


Ttion,: 


| ' Now I as for C ltbreche ( at which 
'he-briefly: touches, ) 1ks the Bloud 
(1 know ) it '1nceflantly Circulaces ; 


- «bat; 


'thar”1-can /perceive, 'than' to foment 
ztrel, and keey) it ſtill alive: 


the 


th 


las 1 To no better purpoſe, 


For through the Immoderation', ' ani 


Lnnazural heat of forne' Polemick 


Reon 
® ns 
to be'the' Principa}' Defign and 


þi.n'g 


Ke on £'Y 
CET9CHP 


tis '{o far froth effecting 


fon -Or © "Unibh © 


nd 4 .0,ts Its W that 1 It *do's s' nothin; 


( whih 


g'clſe 


- bur 


” 


but breed an Implacable, if notinens 
rable Itchz the ſcratching . whereof 
may.,.perhaps, afford ſome preſent Tis 
rillation or Delight 3 | bur *is yſnally 
perform?'d with ſo much yiolence,/i and 
rage,that it does not only not allay,but | 
more. inflame, and ferment the | Hu-- * 
mour,; to cure which, there is no Me- _ : 
dicine more EffeRgal ,, or. Balſorme 
more Soveraign, than our Mutual, | 
and Cordiall Prayers, for one. a- * 
nother. But, to purſue our Aus 
thor. | 4 [or 
_. As. for thoſe Men ( ſays be) who : 
accuſe mof Pride,. and V anity, for. At- 
tributing ſo much to our own Reaſon, + 
making Preſumption. and Self = Flats 
tery, the Fount am, of toxzs Opinien:y\'it © 
.a Scandal ſo faiſe , and ſo Ridigns 
lows, 'that without i much . Humility 1 
ſhould diſdain 19; anſwer it., \And zru- | 
ly, in-my Opinion, Ehave:not heard a + 
louder ſound of. Pride,” than m- thasg 

very Expreſſion... But. letting, thiy - 
paſs, (with his Subſequent, ſoft. Ar- 

gSuments, for the Civility, and Gent . 
tleneſs, of his Religion, ;-. which Mere | 
mits.cyery man to have big full Swing, 


”. 33 7] 
-. ot” Cireer )'T am'evm? ro Maſter 
_ Hob%, for whom', rhough it is' nor 
my 'buſineſs , nor deſign to be Ad- 
vorate, nor in the lesſt rodiminiſh this 
| Author's merit ;{%ho, in fome parts 
| of his Diſcourſe a5zinfthim, and elfe- 
where; (hewes' great Fertility of Wit, 
-. and Pregnancy -of Rhethorick ): Yet 
Freanmot but think Maſter Hobs Ar- 
| yg much 'more Conducing to 
| Ocger , and [niformity, © than his 
Enreiſonably -' Rational, or Chiniz- 
-rical Method; which (;ghting all Ec- 
refeaFFical. Tribunals ; anthoriſeth e- 
very Particular Perſon, in Spiricuals 
- co \be- his own” Judge, and Paſtor ; 
ard” makes the Governours of the 
| Chuftch of Cari st ftand for meer 
Gyphers, which is" directly ap ainſt 
the 'Inftirution', "DoRrine, -and De- 
Nighe of CHk 1'5T hitnſelf : Bur, that- 
 FJumane Reaſon , which © exalts it- 
KIf above this Divine JurifdiQion , 
© be it never fofull of Flouriſhes, and 
 Aftoniſhment”?' is bur a glorious No- 


ws 


| ling. - > 
 -"He is very apt'to' miſtake, Concer- 
wing th! Roman-Church : For” al- 
= E | 


ER: 22 
4 


though | 


LIMI 


lea [99] — 
; though indeed ber Pablick Lieargie: | 
| (rhe- 3faſs') be Univerſally ſaid: in- _ 
 the| Zatize Tongue, yet all Preaching, 
and Cafiechizing, is performed in the: 
Languape of cachreſpeCtive Country gi | 
and all: her Members without any re: 
ftraiar, fay their Prayers in their own! 
Native Language. - 7: yak 
__.\Jam'nor at all ſatisfy'd, With bis: - 
 endeauvotiring to Diftinguiſh betweedks * 
fn Reaſon, and that' which 1s faljty: 


efttemtdd ſo; For, if in all matters of. 

ith, and Difficuly, every Mas: . 
Reaſon muſt be his Rule, and every: | 
man's Role muſt be bis Reaſon, with; 
'out adhering or- ſubmitting tony: 
other Saperior Regulation or Judgez} | 
or- Captivating: his- Underſtanding: ! 
(as Scripture requires ):-#» Obſequis,. 
um Fidei:: If this Rule ( I fay ) car 
be'thought Regular and ſafe, then E. 
think 'this Author needs not to dew: 
ſpair of bringing men by Degrees ta: 
believes That nothing can be in for: 
Rational or Credible , which is noe 
evidently ſo ro whom *s propoyd$;; 
eſpecially lince he has already affirmq; 
( which is pretty well —_ 


that avihing's cart dia af co 7 Er+. : 
" roneous, that':a'man firmly: beli ieves-. 
| But can. ay thing be more Illogical 
and diſtant from Reaſon ?'; Unleſs it 
be this which ( per Conſequens ) fol- 
| lows ; Every Orthodpx . Divink: is:a; 
Rational Man ; Ergo, every Rational - 
' Man is an Orthodox Divine, and. ought 
- not to be taughr, buc' co teach Him(elf, 
Contrary to which. Matth.. 28;. 19, 
{ 20.:our Blefſed Saviour commanded 
t' his Diſciples to goe Preacb, 'Teach.,, 
and” Baptizs all Nations. Buc I never 
| read that they ſent the Scriptures a-/ 
{ lone to the Unconverted,, that chey: 
| might, by the Rules of their 0wn Rear, 
{ ſon examine, /and frame out the Trac 
| Religion z but; withall, went . chery-, 
| ſelves ,' or ſent - Expo ors 4: With-, 
| our which, I never heard of Tyrk, or. 
| Few that ever chang/d his: Alcorar ," 
For Talmud for the: Chriftiani&bls z, 
I which-evidently demonſtrates againſt, | 
[rbis Author, That; Reaſon alone can 
be -no Competent means, or ſecwity ej 
bh! of becoming, or remaining a good | 
Ebri ian, Al Men therejore are, 
hould be, inſtructed :-;: We are 
|  Taughr 


- (3 
: f 


LMI 


} Taught, and-they, were Traught the. 
. fo. Grho:Teuch bs z\and- mw Mae © | 
fters bad Teachers, and thoſe Teach» -: 
ers Maſters, till we come Gradually * 
to the-Supream, the Original Guides 
of the Preſent Churecb, which. alſo re». 
ceives-the Traditions of the former; 
and ſo' orderly downward till we 
come'to the Apoſtles; atid at laſt to 
( our Te plus altra,) our Saviour 
CHR1ST himſelf - So: that "tis no, - 
Contradiftion but a (certain Truth, .. 
thar there is no going to CHRIST, 
bur from CirrsT. &4 ZESU ad. 
CAHRISTVUVU M: Thar Humane 
Reaſon, then, which unlinckes ii. ſelf 
from this Divine, and: Infallible Con= | 
catenation, flyes giddily about, and 
can no: more naturally ſettle, or fix, 
than a Feather in the Wind; 'and that 
a man, who. ſtubbornly ſteps aſide 
from this Univerſal, this General 
Track, will not anely. lofe his _ 
Way » bur his Reaſovo,- and Himſelf 
too. *Buti, now ,; to another. Mat- 
ter, « x0} KEW) 
' Henry the Eighth , dud: .certainly 
more than ſeem ( as this Atthor-ſays.) - 
80... 


._ "Nojues Ale OT IV EINE =, "M0 "A F7 y OI} bu bny may bag oy as. " 
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| wor conſent to:hs Libidinows' Deſires , 
 whd aſſuni'd therefore the Supremacy, 
' Yhat he hight give bimfelf leave to 
| i\Afarry, or Repndiate what Wives be 
| faney'd, or diflik'd. But although 
Abbeys , eHonaſteries , and Relipe, 
# - Houſes were thereupon demoli. 
ſhed, and the Profits, and Revennes 
converted -to Secular Uſes. I cannot 
think, be gor any great Advantage by 
the Bargain, (either to Body, or 
$6ul, )<-who dy'd with a Perdidimus 
. Omnia in bis Month ; and found by 
\ Wofull Experience , That in the 
-_ end, ther's nothing got by Refor. 
ming. But to leave this Digref- 


on. 
-* The Author deſires choſe, who 
would have bis Underſtanding Captie 
vatcd, 10 convince him, FirSt, by 
theirs, that it ought tobe ſo, and not 
fs think to enſlave his Reaſon, till they 
firſ# overcome it 5 which when they 
' hve done , then they will loſe what 
' » they contend for; For by our Reaſor's 
bring Guided, Conquered, and Enſla- 
aw Their's are become Guiacs,, Cit 


querouyry 
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Maſters ;' ſo thaxigt | 
well appear at laſt 1npe ſſible for Ry> © 
man Reaſon 19. loſe, any thjag: im. oe 
place, without gaining as much u1. ſame 
Thus he. To which I anſwer inthe 
fi: ſt place, If Scriprure be Reafop, 
our Underitandiogs ought to be cap- 
tivated to the Obedience of Faſth; 
In the next., I would rot have; bim 
think us ſo unreaſonable, as todeprive 
men. Totally of the Uſe; of thejr Reg- 
ſon : by no.means, (bur zo check, apd 
keep it witbin 17s. proper Sphear, 


.and- in this we abridge | bum: of 


no Liberty , which. .we allow: our 

ſeiVes. R154 ' 4347 
But Humane. Reafon muſt haveia © * 

large Mixture of Divinity init, tobe ? 


ſo Adorable as this Author ſfeems+t0 


make it. I grant "tis very.pretipus, 
and prizable in being. given ( though 
not Magiſterially; ro rule ) ro. guide 
us to thoſe, that. can Infallibly}.do it ; 


And thus ( Iconfeſs ) we are:Rul/d 


by Reaſon, though not.in all things 
by our own; for all. the, Difficulics, 
and: Qbſcyrities of Scripture withanr 
SE orks rho 
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- the Charche*s Light 
"terpretable, or Diſcoverable by Pri- 


 *©vate Reaſon, than our Eyes can' ſee ||. 


\Obje&s without Day-Light , ' or a 
Candle ; and yet-neither our Reaſon, 
_ © nor our Eyes are given us in vain : 

- But he that, in Spiritual Aﬀairs, which 
ſo neerly concern bis Soul, Aſigns no 


Viſible, no External, rule or Standard | 


to meaſure Reaſon by, nor any Ge- 
-neral Touch - Stone to try True, from 
Falſe', Adulrerated from Currant 


; Coyne 3 That Man, I ſay (for all his 


pretended Light within, 5 fiſhes in the 
Dark with them, that labour'd all 
Night and caught nothing , or builds 
his SuperſtruQure before he lays the 
- Foundation, For 'cis as Irrational as 
-if '4 Man ſhould fay, I can guefſe fo 


® *cixRly of the Longitude 5 Latitide, ; 
Altitude, and Profunditie of any- 


' thing by my Eye, that no Demon- 
* | Rration by any e Matbematical Tn- 
: truments can ( or ever ſhall ) Cog: 
tron], or Convince me : And truly 


| *Fhat better has this-Author ſaid from 
| «the beginning” ro' the Ending 'of his. 


Treatiſe than'this\, That Mens Rex- 


hr, areno more If- |. 


{ons: 


UV, =, <7 oy FS pip yy nbc oe. wie... CE. 


La 
» FT; 
af Be 4 


A " = ww ww W_ CD W? — 7 work TR. ihe at 


- 


Lo 
4 
aA 
4% 
*s 


» 
% 
cy 
. ” # 
mw WES. 


ns A WA. of. tle EE OT CR I ON OOTY PIO. 3 _ ER 
-*s, 57 - q X  BEEY! ho. OT. Co 8 #,2, $8 : x 7 *; RO 6 - W225 'S, TD 
Meh I v WD L a Xo ; -” 
p FENG or » "1 
I 7 He 
0 : 
* þ + 
: yo d) ; | 
* 


ſons ; and "Judgements ( as to the 
Regularion-of their Faith ) are ſo ye- 


| ry Cleer,, arid Demonſtrative, that 
there is no certain way, no poſſibility - 


ro' know whether they-be true, or 
falſe, right,” or” wrong : Turne it 


which way you wil), this is all you ſhall 
find int it ; which Unreaſonable Rea. 
ſoning verifyes'the Old Proverb, 


1 Alt 3s not Gold that Glifters: ] And 
in Trath, if each Man's Reaſon ('Pro- 

miſculouſly ) muſt be Umpire in, this 
Rational Strife; men may Play at 
this Sport ro Perperaity arid never win 
hor loſe * But cettainly our Blefled Sa- 
viour has not Jeft the Condition of 
Mankind in this endleſs Confulion,, 
þut_ has miraculouſly Founded , and 
zignaliz?d a Church ro end all Con- 


Þ jroverſyes, if Men (that talk ſo much 


of Reaſon, )' wonld but rightly uſe 
it - for that Reaſon , which ( as to 
Spirituality) docs not take the Church 


for it's Reſt ;- can never aim, or hit 


tight,. but muſt neceflarily fly at Ran- 
Tear ſpend it elſe without Advan- 


D 
% , 


ta oh , _ " \ I : 4 : A ; 
Fre that Auitority c ſays tie ) whic#/ 


Gu ne in. 0 hedie liencey and 
Gd, Z Er Fortune 3 it draw us 
7 On FRE Ss, we Age nothing . to. ſay 
for our Exguſe, becauſe, we have. ne 
thing, ” A tedge for, qur Ybedience 'T) 
that - Authority. 


k ic 4s then, tha: qur Saviour's 
| Come hands are O no. Validity , and, 
Nearken to.,. and: Obey, the Church 


Fo. perde rp i Ph »;, We have 


— 


tniee Fopperies ; , ; but .. certain. it ;is} 


CHk ils F ; Our Lord has moſk.ex» 
Preſly, > and Emphmically enzoyn'd 

this; and therefore, we. may. ( nay 
muſt )' without any It's, abſolutely. 0- 
bey i; and.chis queſtionleſs will be 2 
very 800d, and ſuficiea fa REY 
O68 ence at the Da { Jodgement, 
How.thoſe, who ligh = would ex- 
cufe themſelyes,, (were there to be 
any Pleading at that Grand-Aſlize 3 ) 


cannot / imagine ,, bur a cerfainy 


if "they come ' off ., wet{,* they wil 
a3 Extraordinary good] Forrune in- 
dee 4, 


Pl $9 themſelves (as he blinds 


Hi; following Dj Djlea ourſe, Of 4 Mall. 
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